
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Government of Western Australia 
Department of Local Government and Communities 

 

Age Friendly Communities 
Forum 2014 
20–21 November 2014 

Esplanade Hotel Fremantle – by Rydges 

 
Guest Presenters include: 

 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Jane Barratt Christine Young Greg Mahney Jason Burton 

 
 

Registration is Free 
Please complete and return 

the registration form (inside) 

to secure your place.



Program 

Thursday, 20 November 
Registration and coffee 

Welcome 

Jennifer Mathews, Director General, Department of Local Government and 

Communities Mark Chester, LGMA President 

Opening Keynote — Dr Jane Barratt, 

Secretary General, International Federation on Ageing 

A global perspective—A local response 

The IFA is an international organisation comprising government, non-governmental, 

business, academic and individual members in 62 countries and representing more than 

50 million older people. Jane brings to this position over 35 years’ experience in both 

public and private sectors in the fields of public health, community and aged care, and 

ageing and disability. 

Christine Young, Director Community Development, City of Melville 

Age-Friendly Communities — an update from Western Australia and beyond 

Christine has recently returned from the 2nd APEC Age-Friendly Communities and 

Age-Friendly Economy Conference held in Chinese Taipei (Taiwan) where she spoke 

on creating age-friendly communities in Western Australia, and also from speaking at 

the Municipal Association Victoria Age Friendly Conference on our Western Australian 

experience. She will give an update on the progress of Asian countries in working to 

create and sustain an age-friendly model, the Victorian experience, and our local journey. 

Morning tea 

Greg Mahney, Chief Executive Officer of Advocare Incorporated 

Elder Abuse — Communities helping families 

The abuse of older people by their family members is more common than many people 

realise. Individuals can often take measures to reduce the chances or impact of elder abuse. 

However the biggest protections can come from interaction with the local community. 

This presentation introduces the fundamental issues to do with elder abuse and then looks 

at how an engaged, elder friendly community can reduce the incidence of elder abuse and 

mitigate its effects when it does occur. 

Debra Summers, Contract Manager and Associate, Core Business Australia 

Baby Boomers and Beyond — Can’t get no satisfaction! 

Supported by the WHO Liveable Cities Framework coupled with planning frameworks 

undertaken by the South West Development Commission, this study utilised an 

interactive and frank approach to accessing, with community members and service 

providers, the suitability of the current and planned social and built landscape of the 

Shire of Donnybrook to meet the divergent needs of its demographic as they “age in 

place”. A resulting priorities action plan was used by the Shire to integrate with their 

Strategic Planning Framework in an attempt to ensure required outcomes could be 

planned for and delivered in an economically sustainable fashion. 

Lunch 

Lauren Clarke, Research & Project Officer, Wheatbelt Development Commission 

Age Friendly Communities in Small Towns Project 

Through the delivery of the Country Local Government Fund Regional component, 

Wheatbelt Local Governments identified aged care as a key priority for the region. 

The Creating Age-Friendly Communities in Small Towns Project, which was the recipient 

of $2.53 million through the Royalties for Regions Regional Grant Scheme, is integral to 

the Wheatbelt Development Commission’s support for local governments to implement 

recommendations from the Central East Aged Care Alliance (CEACA) Aged Care Solution/s 

and the Wheatbelt Aged Support and Care Solutions (WASCS) Reports. 

The Project aims to improve the level of age-friendly infrastructure, services and 

inclusion across 43 Local Governments in the Wheatbelt.
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Jason Burton — General Manager, 

Education, Research & Consultancy Department 

Alzheimer’s 

Dementia is one of the leading causes of disability in Western Australia and is set to 

increase dramatically over the next 30 years. The majority of people live with dementia 

at home, continue to access their community and can be supported and enabled to 

maintain a high quality of life. The Dementia Friendly WA initiative is a two year project 

funded through the WA Social innovations grant program to help reduce stigma, raise 

awareness, support dementia friendly projects and increase inclusion and enablement 

for people living with dementia. 

Afternoon tea 

Panel Session: Age Friendly Initiatives — Steps in a new direction 

Dr Jane Barratt, Christine Young and representatives from Local Government 

Reflections — The Challenges to implementation 

Implications and actions for local government—General brainstorming and planning 

session. 

Informal networking 

 

Friday 21 November 

Welcome 

Age-Friendly Communities Workshop 

This facilitated workshop will examine practical issues of implementation, such as: 

• Setting up an Age Friendly Communities Framework in your local government, and 

making it work; and 

• The process, from engagement with your local community and gaining support from 

Elected Members and senior staff, to embedding it in the core business of your local 

government. 

Participants will discuss and share current initiatives, new ideas and strategies to get it 

happening, and ways to bring their local governments and local communities on board. 

Morning Tea 

Workshop continues 

Close and light lunch 

 
 

Presenters 

Jason Burton 

Jason Burton originally trained as a Mental Health Nurse in the UK. He has worked for over 25 years with 

people with dementia both in the UK and in Australia. 

After emigrating to Australia, Jason took up a position with Alzheimer’s Australia WA and in his role as 

General Manager of Education, Research and Consultancy Services he leads teams providing education and 

training, culture change programs, design and technology initiatives and creative arts and engagement 

programs. He is project lead for the new Dementia Friendly WA initiative. 

Jason has a key interest in improving environments for people with dementia, both physical and social. He 

is a Director of Eden in Oz&NZ, sits on Australian Standards review committees on accessibility and leads 

the national Dementia Enabling Environments Project.
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Presenters 

Keynote Presenter 
Dr Jane Barratt BSc, MSc, PhD 

Jane Barratt is the Secretary General of the International Federation on Ageing (IFA) comprising 

government and non-governmental members in 62 countries and representing some 50 million older 

people. She brings to this position over 35 years of experience in both public and private sectors in the 

fields of public health, community and aged care, and ageing and disability. 

Dr Barratt strives to strengthen the roles and relationships between government, NGOs, academia and 

industry in order to help shape and influence policy to improve the quality of life of older people. In her 

leadership position, she is responsible for the role of the IFA in the World Health Organization (WHO) 

Global Network of Age-friendly cities and communities and is a member of its Executive Committee 

setting the global strategic direction. 

Over many years Jane has lead in organisational management, staff development and the analysis 

of operations leading to improvements in policies, programs and client outcomes across sectors and 

disciplines. She is an international speaker and facilitator of some repute, with a flair for thought 

provoking sessions that call on audiences to take action. 

Dr Barratt is a Churchill Fellow, and was awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal in 

Canada (2013) in recognition of her commitment and passion to enhance the understanding of issues 

relating to ageing and engaging in dialogue with governments and the private sector to improve the 

quality of life of older people. 

She represents the IFA at the United Nations Economic and Social Council and is directly responsible 

for the formal relations with the Ageing and Life Course Department, World Health Organization. Jane 

holds adjunct academic positions, executive and board positions on ministerial, government and 

non-government organizations including the Global Agenda Council on Ageing, World Economic Forum. 

 

Greg Mahney 

Greg Mahney is the Chief Executive Officer of Advocare Incorporated, a not for profit organisation that 

protects the rights of older people in Western Australia. Advocare’s work includes advocating for those 

receiving Aged Care Services in their home or in residential facilities. It also includes advocacy and 

awareness raising in the area of Elder Abuse. Greg is the Chair of the Alliance for the Prevention of Elder 

Abuse which is a group of state government agencies that regularly meet to look for a coordinated 

approach to Elder Abuse, he is a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Management, a member of the 

Australian Institute of Company Directors and a Justice of the Peace. Greg has a Bachelor of Arts in 

Politics and Sociology, a Master of Arts in Public Policy, and is a Nationally Accredited Mediator. 

He is hopeful that his previous careers as a Christmas hamper packer for Fortnum and Mason in London, 

and as a Gorilla-Gram and Frog-Gram deliverer are behind him. 

 

Christine Young 

Christine has over 30 years’ experience working in the community development field both in local 

government and non-government community organisations. Christine is currently the Director Community 

Development at the City of Melville. 

Christine is passionate about best practice and, under her leadership, Melville has been recognised for 

their innovative practices that includes membership to the WHO Global Network of Age-Friendly Cities, 

one of the first in Australia to gain membership. Melville is recognised as an Australian leader for their 

age-friendly strategic planning and initiatives and is currently implementing their third Age-Friendly 

Melville—Directions from Seniors Plan. Christine’s leadership has also seen Melville leading community 

and neighbourhood planning practice; innovative responses to community health issues, community 

safety and community engagement. 

Christine has led the partnership between the Western Australian State Government and Local Government 

regarding a coordinated approach to age-friendly communities. She is also part of an emerging Australian 

Age-Friendly Communities network.
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Age Friendly Communities Forum 2014 

Registration Form 
Closing date for registrations: Thursday 13 November 

To confirm your interest in attending the Age Friendly Communities Forum 2014, please complete the following details 

and either fax to: Viola Jacobs on (08) 9271 1197 or email: viola@lgmawa.org.au 

 
Name: 

 
Position: 

 
Organisation: 

 
Address: 

 
Suburb: Postcode: 

 
Telephone: Fax: 

 
Email: 

 
Special dietary requirements: 

 
Days attending (please tick the appropriate box): 

Both days 

Thursday 20 November only 

Friday 21 November only 

 
 
LGMA FOUNDATION PARTNERS LGMA PRINCIPAL PARTNER LGMA MAJOR PARTNERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21/168 Guildford Road, Maylands, WA 6051 

t: 08 9271 1136 f: 08 9271 1197 

e: admin@lgmawa.org.au w: www.lgmawa.org.au 


