
 
 

 

10 February 2015 
 
State Government must now bring an end to local government reform process 
 
The Premier, Hon Colin Barnett MLA, has signalled this morning that the State Government intends to run 
up ‘the white flag’ on local government reform, and that no local governments would be forced to merge. 
 
‘There can be no doubt that abandoning this botched reform process is the only sensible choice left.’   Said 
Local Government Managers Australia WA Chief Executive Officer, Warren Pearce. 
 
‘The Government must now put this announcement into action by reversing Governor’s Orders and 
bringing a halt to the remaining reform mergers.’  

 
‘The State Government’s reform process has been flawed from the very start.’ 
 
The community polls held on the weekend saw electors in East Fremantle, Kwinana, and South Perth 
overwhelmingly reject the proposed amalgamations for their local governments, killing off all three 
amalgamations. 

 
However, other communities have been denied the opportunity to vote, despite their local governments 
being abolished or merged through boundary adjustment. 
 
‘To continue with the remnants of this reform process will only further hurt the sector.’ Said Mr Pearce. 

 
‘It would create a two tier system in the metropolitan area, with big local governments getting bigger and 
small local governments unchanged or even shrinking.’  
 
It will also leave significant changes still to come, with large orphan areas created and further major 
boundary adjustments required. 

  
Local governments and local government officers have been put under extraordinary pressure over the 
last 18 months and this process has had a heavy toll on officers. 
 
Mr Pearce said, ‘Local government officers have worked incredibly hard to prepare their local governments 
for amalgamation and boundary amendments.’  
 
‘Many have done so fully expecting that they were working toward eliminating their own job.’ 
 
‘These officers have worked responsibly and professionally to try to implement the reforms that were being 
forced upon them.’ 
 
‘These officers share no blame for the failure of the State Government’s reform process.’ 
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For enquiries please contact:  Warren Pearce, Chief Executive Officer – 0477 399 130. 
 


